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Minister’s Report 2021 

There is a passage of scripture that has frequently been on 

my mind during the past year. In James 4:13-14 we are 

urged as follows:  

Now listen, you who say, "Today or tomorrow we will 

go to this or that city, spend a year there, carry on 

business and make money." 
14

  Why, you do not even 

know what will happen tomorrow. What is your life? 

You are a mist that appears for a little while and then 

vanishes. 
15

  Instead, you ought to say, "If it is the 

Lord’s will, we will live and do this or that." (James 

4:13-15) 

In January 2020 our church council spent a day together, 

doing some Strategic Planning for the year ahead. At the 

time, Covid 19 featured in the news, and everyone was 

concerned about what was happening on the other side of 

the world, in China. But the pandemic had not yet spread 

across the globe to impact our lives the way it now has. 

During this past year we have all experienced the reality of 

what James 4:13-15 teaches us – that whatever plans we 

make are conditional upon God’s undisclosed will. And so, 

while it is a good and productive thing to make plans, and to 

strategise, we know that our plans and strategies are 

always subject to change and adjustment, according to the 

unfolding realities of life.  

That brings me to a summary of the ministries of Christ 

Church Hermanus, over the past two years – but especially 
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the past 12 months that have been so challenging to us all. 

This is an overview of some of the key ministries of our 

church, not specifically covered in the other reports that 

have been distributed ahead of this AGM.  

Pastoral care and Teaching Ministry during the 

Pandemic 

Suddenly, overnight, in March 2020, we needed to find 

ways to continue with the pastoral care of souls as 

effectively as possible in a lockdown environment. I am 

enormously grateful for the hard work and dedication of 

Bruce Retief during that initial ‘hard’ lockdown, who enabled 

us to post Sunday services online for our congregation. 

After the initial lockdown Bruce began to receive assistance 

from Leone Lanuti – and together, they have continued to 

bear the technological load related to making Sunday’s 

services available online. It is chiefly because of the 

shortage of suitably skilled volunteers, that we no longer 

offer video recordings of our services every Sunday. 

However, audio recordings of our 8.30am service continue 

to be posted online every Sunday. I am immensely grateful 

to God for providing Bruce and Leone for this vital ministry 

of our church, during a time when it is so much needed.  

During the initial hard lockdown period especially, the 

church council assisted the pastoral staff with making 

telephonic contact with as many of the members of our 

congregation as they were able to. Other strategies that we 

have followed during this pandemic year, in our efforts to 
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provide pastoral care and teaching to those in our care 

have included the following:  

a) ‘CCHsermon’ Whatsapp group – Questions for 

discussion, relating to the sermon on Sundays, were sent 

out to those who joined this group. A number of people 

indicated that they found these questions to be a helpful 

way to gain the most from Sunday’s teaching.  

b) ‘CCHdevotion’ Whatsapp group - I send out short audio 

devotionals every morning at about 7am, to about 80 

people in our church. These devotionals are either 

extracts from sermons by Bsp Frank Retief, or are taken 

from the Gafcon website.  

The strength of the pastoral care of any church is largely 

measurable by how effectively people are cared for within 

the small group ministries of the church. This is especially 

so during times such as these that we are presently living 

in. In that regard it has been enormously encouraging to 

see Christian love and care taking place in the small groups 

of our church.  

In fact, we have noticed that many people in our church 

have prioritised participation in small groups over 

attendance of church on Sundays. And to some extent, this 

is understandable: Small groups provide a safer context for 

personal interaction than does the larger gathering on 

Sundays. And since recordings of our services are available 

online anyway, people’s need for fellowship and pastoral 

care is adequately met within their small groups. As I say – 
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this trend is understandable at the present time. But I do 

look forward to meeting together as a church on Sundays, 

as we did before. God willing, we will be able to do so soon!  

Births and bereavements  

In late December 2019 baby name Karen was born to 

Primrose Munhanda. During lockdown in May last year, 

Ncumisa and Unathi Yose’s second child, Ntando was born. 

In June, Eunice and Lloyd’s baby Faith was born. And in 

August that year it was the turn of Nicolette and Tyler 

Slement to welcome their 2
nd

 child Clara into the world.  

Then, shortly before Christmas, baby Isaac was born to 

Wisdom and Evas Munemo. So much blessing from the 

Lord in recent times!   

But this past year has also been one of sadness for a 

number of our members. Dave Brown’s elderly mother went 

to be with the Lord in late December, last year. Louine 

Boothway’s mom also passed away at the end of that 

month. In January Leonie Wolmarans’ dad, Pine Pienaar, 

passed away. And then in February Elmalize Malan’s 

husband, Bradley, passed away suddenly in Abu Dhabi, 

where he was employed. Sadly, a further two 

bereavements have taken place just this past week: 

Muchanetta lost her husband, Webster, and Eunice 

Mugumbate’s sister-in-law, Lizzie also passed away 

suddenly. Please would you keep all these members of our 

church family and their loved ones in prayer?  

Christ Church Zwelihle 
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Amidst the disruption caused by the pandemic, we bid 

farewell to Unathi and Ncumisa Yose in January 2020, 

when they moved to Muizenberg, where they will be staying 

for the duration of Unathi’s studies at George Whitefield 

College – the theological seminary of REACH SA. Please 

would you keep them in your prayers in the months and 

years to come?  

The question of who will take over from Unathi at CCZ has 

been very difficult to resolve. Because we knew that there is 

no-one immediately available within our denomination to 

take over full time from Unathi, we had in mind for CCZ to 

receive pastoral care and oversight from Christ Church 

Khayelitsha for the coming year. The plan was for the 

pastor of CCK to visit Hermanus every week, and provide a 

visiting preacher on Sundays when he is not able to be here 

himself. However, this approach has not met with approval 

by the congregation of CCZ.  Instead, they strongly favour a 

man who is not approved by our denomination as being 

Biblically qualified to serve as their pastor. This impasse 

has led to a situation at present, in which CCZ is, in effect, 

separating itself from REACH SA. I wish to assure you that 

every effort has been made to try to avoid this present turn 

of events. However, at the time of writing, although the door 

is still open for CCZ to remain within REACH SA, it seems 

likely that that will not be the eventual outcome.  

I know that this news will be very disappointing to many of 

you. I am deeply conscious of the time, energy, and 
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financial resources that have gone into CCZ over the years. 

But we must remember that our commitment is to build 

God’s kingdom, not our own. It is unfortunate that such 

things as these happen from time to time. But through it all, 

God is still building His church! The resources and time that 

were put into CCZ were used to reach many people, and to 

sow gospel seeds that, we trust, God will continue to grow 

for his Kingdom.  

In Acts chapter 15 we read that Paul and Barnabus could 

not agree on the wisest way forward in their partnership 

together. The result was that they parted ways because of 

their disagreement. That dynamic is similar, in some ways, 

to what has transpired between CCH and CCZ. These 

brothers and sisters at CCZ do not agree with the stance 

that the leadership of CCH and REACH SA have taken with 

regard to who should serve as their pastor. And so, as a 

result, like Paul and Barnabus in Acts 15, it seems 

necessary to go our separate ways as we serve the Lord, 

while remaining united in Christ. 

But regardless of what difficulties we face, or what setbacks 

we experience, we know that God has called us to build His 

church! And that brings me to something that the Lord has 

impressed upon my heart, which I want to share with you 

this morning, as I draw my report to a close.  

Where to from here? 

I said earlier on, that this past year has reminded us of how 

limited we are. We make plans – good plans, consistent 
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with God’s purposes as revealed in scripture. And then a 

pandemic such as this world has never known turns 

everything upside down! And so strategic planning is put on 

hold, and is replaced with day by day, week by week, 

contingency planning. Our aim, for much of the past 12 

months, has therefore just been to, somehow, ‘get through 

the pandemic’.  

Now, I don’t think we should be too hard on ourselves. Of 

course a pandemic like this is going to put us on the back 

foot for a while, as we struggle to make the necessary 

adjustments to life and ministry that the changed situation 

demands. But then we need to get on the front foot again. 

We need to find ways to effectively advance with God’s 

mission for the world, in the ‘new normal’ situation.  

And so, today, I want to encourage you all to see the 

current situation that we are in, as the ‘new normal’ in which 

God is calling us to advance with His mission. We do, of 

course, hope and pray for a better ‘new normal’ in the near 

future. But I believe that it would be a mistake to be 

continually waiting for the pandemic to be over, so that we 

can pick up where we left off before it all started. What we 

need to do, is embrace the ‘new normal’ we are presently 

in, and with God’s help, find ways to advance the cause of 

the gospel within it. I say this because I believe the Bible 

teaches it. Listen to what the apostle Paul says to Timothy, 

in 2 Tim 4:   
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In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will 

judge the living and the dead, and in view of his 

appearing and his kingdom, I give you this charge: 
2 
Preach the word; be prepared in season and out of 

season; correct, rebuke and encourage—with great 

patience and careful instruction. 
3 
For the time will 

come when people will not put up with sound doctrine. 

Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather 

around them a great number of teachers to say what 

their itching ears want to hear. 
4 
They will turn their 

ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths. 
5 
But 

you, keep your head in all situations, endure hardship, 

do the work of an evangelist, discharge all the duties of 

your ministry 

In that passage Paul speaks of there being different 

‘seasons’ in which God calls us to do gospel ministry. And 

his point is that, although not all seasons seem ideal for the 

work of the gospel, there is no such thing as a season when 

the work for the gospel can be allowed to go dormant. 

Whether or not the present season is good or bad, ideal or 

otherwise, for gospel ministry, Timothy is to give it his all! 

He must ‘preach the word’ regardless of whether the 

circumstances are ideal or not. Why? Because regardless 

of how good or bad the circumstances for gospel ministry 

are, people are falling victim to the enemy’s schemes all the 

time. And so what Timothy needs to do, is ‘keep his head in 

all situations’ (v5). He is to make sure that the 
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circumstances he finds himself in do not cause him to stop 

doing the work that God has given him to do.  

I believe that what Paul says to Timothy applies to us all 

today.  None of us have ever experienced a ‘season’ like 

this present one that we are going through! There is no 

question that the Covid19 pandemic is a challenging 

season for gospel ministry. But there is no such time as a 

‘dormant’ season where the gospel is concerned.  The 

enemy is continually at work deceiving people, and taking 

them captive. And so we, like Timothy, must ‘keep our 

heads’ in the situation.  

What does that mean in practical terms? It means that, 

although Men’s breakfast’s and Ladies Tea events are not 

feasible during this present ‘season’ of our church’s life, 

there surely are other ways open to us, to reach our friends, 

our neighbours and our family with the message of the 

gospel. In fact, it can be argued that times such as these 

are actually ideal for evangelism, because people are more 

aware of the realities of life and death! This is the season 

for evangelism!   

And so I want to encourage you all to make a point of 

getting onto the front foot again, in your efforts to reach 

people with the gospel, and to grow God’s church. Apart 

from finding ways to do evangelism despite the challenges, 

I believe that that we should consider how to more 

effectively support and encourage a part of our church that 

has actually grown during the past year – namely, the 
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children and teens ministry. This past year our ministry to 

children and youth has grown significantly! May I be so bold 

as to suggest to you that now is the time to be thinking 

about building a hall for our Sunday School and ministry to 

children and teens? Some might say that this is not the best 

economic climate for building projects. I disagree. I think 

that when God is growing his church, we need make every 

effort to keep up with him!  

The year 2020 will be remembered for Covid 19 – of those 

we can be sure. But it need not be remembered by us for 

that reason alone. It can also become a year that marked a 

significant milestone in the growth of Christ Church 

Hermanus – a year that became a turning point of renewed 

and sustained growth as the members of this church made 

a decision to ‘keep their heads’ and proclaim the gospel 

more effectively than ever before.   

And so I encourage you to get on the front foot again, and 

come up with creative new strategies to reach people with 

the message of the gospel. This is an excellent season to 

grow God’s church!  

 


