
Dear CCH family, 
Just an update on our support of the 
Duncan family. 
They are so grateful for all the prayer 
support and practical outpouring of 
love this last week, which has been a 
terribly difficult week for them.  
 
For those of you who aren’t familiar with the family, here 
are some details. David Duncan was the pastor of a Baptist 
church in Hillbrow for many years. The family moved to 
Gansbaai last year, and David took over as manager of Her-
manus Child and Family Services (formerly Child Welfare), 
which has undergone many challenges in the last decade. 
HCFS is doing tremendous work trying to protect and care 
for broken children and families who are under tremendous 
strain. It often feels like a war for the hearts and souls of 
these children, with challenge after challenge within HCFS.  
 
David and Sharlene have 3 young adult children who are 
now working, and adopted Lydia (now 11) and Benaiah 
(now 9) when they were babies. At the age of 7, Ben began 
suffering seizures. In May this year, he had a massive sei-
zure, and then on Father’s day this year, while David was 
preaching at CCH, Ben had another massive seizure during 
the service, after which he was hospitalised for months as 
they struggled to bring the continuous seizures under con-
trol. Ben is now heavily medicated, very unresponsive, and 
confined to bed for most of the day. As you can imagine, 
this is incredibly challenging, as not only has their bubbly 
child become bedridden and helpless, but caring for him is 
a huge job.  
 
Last week, we appealed to CCH to help support this family 
as brothers and sisters in Christ, because supporting Shar-
lene at home would in turn support David in his essential 
work and ministry at HCFS. 
However, on the very day we sent out the appeal, we learnt 
that David had been admitted to hospital the night before 
with TIA (mini strokes) and a heart condition. Thus our ap-
peal took on even more urgency. David is now recovering at 
home, but has a long and uncertain recovery road ahead of 
him.  
 
On Friday 10 September, Ben was readmitted to the local 
hospital after some complications, and we will update you 
when we hear more news.  
 
Please continue to pray for the family – for their spiritual 
protection, for wisdom for the doctors, for physical healing 
for David and for Ben, for the Lord’s continued provision for 
them and for His glory through all of this. And please con-
tinue to pray for the mission that is HCFS – that none of 
these “earthly setbacks” would hinder the work being done 
to rescue and love children who desperately need it.  
 
We are partnering with Anchored Baptist Church to support 
the family and their ministry. 
 
We thank the Lord for his provision of the following: 
- the family will receive housekeeping support twice a week 
- nappies and protein shakes needed by Benaiah have been 
sponsored for the next couple of months 
- a Whatsapp group has been formed to be on call for any 
help that Sharlene needs (she is unable to drive owing to 
her own seizures) 
 
If you would like to help:  
- Please let Tracey know (text 074 147 3769) if you would 
like to be added to the Whatsapp group for ‘errand sup-
port’.   
- A meal support group has been formed. You can sign up 
to provide a meal at mealtrain.com by clicking here.  
- Any other donations can be dropped off at the McComas 
home - 32 Vader Visser St, Sandbaai (liase with Tara  063 
597 6199) 
- If you wish to contribute to the family financially, you can 
EFT the Benevolent Fund using the reference “Duncans” 
 
Thank you once again for all your love and support, being 
Christ’s hands and feet in a very practical way! 

https://www.mealtrain.com/trains/rqzd2w

